
The majority of Indians are unaware of one of the 
most influential men in their nation’s history, Mahatma 
Phule. Phule has been identified as the “Abraham 
Lincoln of India” for his social reform efforts against 
the caste system. Mahatma Gandhi and Dr. 
Ambedkar claimed Phule as their mentor and much 
of what Phule wrote contributed to the constitution of 
India. 

Phule authored Slavery in the mid 1800s protesting 
the abuses he witnessed as a member of the Shudra, 
working caste.  The working caste were the 
oppressed people which make up over 50% of the 
Hindu population of India.  

Phule was a sincere follower of “The Baliraj” The Bali Raj, or the Lord of Sacrifice 
was foretold to destroy the caste system which was inaugurated by Hindu 
scripture author, Manu in 1,000 BC,  around the time of Moses.  Manu wrote laws 
forbidding for Shudras and the outcaste, Dalits to ever hear the reading of the 
holy Veda scriptures.  The legends of the coming Bali Raj in Phule’s native 
Maharashtra state spoke of the future liberation of the oppressed masses upon 
his advent.  



The Maharashtrian peasantry remembered Bali as an ideal king, represented in 
the saying, "let troubles and sorrows go, and the kingdom of Bali come." In 
Kerala his festival is celebrated as Oman, the time when for a moment this ideal 
king returns to earth 

Phule noticed that the western Christians who taught in his daughter’s school 
held all castes of India with equality and respect.  They insisted that everyone eat 
at the same table and that anyone could drink from their well.   Phule reasoned 
that these foreigners must also be sincere followers of the Bali Raj. He surmised 
that the Bali Raj was in fact Jesus Christ.  

Phule’s books and speeches about the evils of the caste system enraged the 
higher castes and religious leaders.  His wife, Savitribai, started the first school 
for girls in India, contradicting thousands of years of tradition that said only males 
were to have the opportunity to be educated.  

The two Brahmin assassins who were paid to kill Phule were so amazed at 
Phule’s humility that they became his body guards.   Author of the Indian 
constitution Dr. B.R. Ambedkar was heavily influenced by Phule’s oft repeated 
declaration, “Satyameva Jayate,”  (Truth alone shall Triumph)  and this emphasis 
on freedom and social equality originates on the lips of a humble Jewish 
carpenter from Israel.  “The truth shall set you free”  John 8:32 

Mahamatma Jyotirao Phule’s statue inaugurated in New Delhi, 2003 


